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had it been commanded by an Englishman. As I had known
Orloff in Petersburg, it occurred to me that I might be
useful to him, and make my fortune at the same time. I
went to Leghorn full of chimerical ideas; I imagined that
Orloff could never pass the Dardanelles without me. At,
Bologna I saw the humpback Dubois, director of the mint.
I had known him twenty-two years before, in the days
when I was in love with Henriette. He received me with
joy. When I told him my intentions, he said that Orloff
must be on the point of starting, as he had had letters to
that effect from Leghorn. I answered mysteriously that
he would not leave without me, at which the malicious
humpback bowed admiringly. He wanted to talk about this
expedition with which all Europe was ringing, but my re-
served tone compelled him to change the topic of conver-
sation.
During dinner he spoke frequently of my Henriette, and
boasted that he had found out all about her, but I was care*
ful not to let him get anything out of me. He complained
bitterly of all the sovereigns of Europe, except the King oi
Prussia, who had made him a baron, although he did not
know him, and had never had any dealings directly or in-
directly with him. After listening complacently to his
jeremiads, I asked him to give me the name of some banker
who would advance me fifty sequins; he replied that it was
useless to trouble a banker for such a small matter, and that
he would lend them me himself. I accepted, and promised I
would repay him as soon as possible; unfortunately I have
never been able to do so, and I fear I shall die without
acquitting myself of this debt, for even should I live to
be as old as Methuselah, I grow daily poorer and poorer.
At Pisa, where I stayed a few hours, I saw the pre-
tender to the throne of Great Britain at the public baths.
Hurrying on to Leghorn I found Orloff, who had been
delayed by contrary winds; and the English consul pre-
sented me to him. The Russian admiral declared he would
be delighted to have me on board, and told me to have my